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prosperous future. In a few short years the
Energy Institute has cemented its importance
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in order to keep our nation competitive, put
Americans back to work, and ensure our longterm economic recovery.”
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MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT AND CEO
Dear Colleagues,
I am pleased to present an overview of the activities and accomplishments
of the Institute for 21st Century Energy in 2009. As an affiliate of the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce, the Energy Institute was founded on the principle
that energy is vital to our national and economic security, and every passing
year validates our conviction and solidifies our mandate going forward.
As we close this year, there is little doubt that 2009 has been a year full of
change and challenges for our nation. The economy and job security topped
everyone’s list as their paramount concerns, but reliable and affordable energy did not come far behind. The
President and Congress campaigned on a commitment to significantly impact our nation’s energy policy, both
this year and for those to come. That meant the Energy Institute doubled down to propose a course for our
nation that is pro-energy, pro-growth, and pro-environment. We have been in high gear providing facts, clarity,
and analysis to help policymakers and the public better understand our energy challenges and their solutions.
Front and center, leading our nation back to prosperity is the private sector. It is the private sector that will blaze
the path for greater energy security for our country and innovate and invest in the new energy sources and
technologies required for our future.
To be successful, the energy industry and the millions of people that depend on it need common sense policies
and a regulatory environment that is welcoming to investment, innovation, and infrastructure improvements.
The Energy Institute has been actively engaged in the national energy discussion urging enactment of
comprehensive energy policy reform. Energy Institute officials testified before Congress and addressed
marquee energy forums in more than 28 states in partnership with our state and local chamber network. We
met with the nation’s governors and issued analysis on key energy proposals to expand our platform. Active in
shaping the international discussion and promoting business-led solutions to global climate change, the Energy
Institute hosted business organizations from the world’s major economies for a first-of-its-kind global meeting
on energy and climate and participated in the climate change conference in Copenhagen.
The Energy Institute’s efforts in 2010 will continue to ensure that pro-growth energy and climate solutions are
embraced as vital components of national and economic security. We will provide smart and timely analysis
and engage our government and other nations in developing solutions to global energy and climate issues. We
will continue to broaden our support by reaching new audiences, both in person and by expanding our growing
digital outreach.
The Energy Institute remains dedicated to bringing facts and clarity to the debate on some of our nation’s most
pressing energy challenges, and building support for meaningful policy action that will keep our nation secure,
prosperous, and clean. We look forward to a productive and successful new year. As always, we urge you to join
us and be part of the solution for America’s energy future. Thank you for your continued support.
Best regards,

Karen Alderman Harbert
President and CEO
Institute for 21st Century Energy
U.S. Chamber of Commerce
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 eleased timely policy analyses for business
R
leaders and key policymakers
 osted debate-changing forums attended
H
by thousands of advocates and advanced a
national discussion on energy security, including
a nationally televised PBS debate series on
America’s energy future

Testified before Senate and House committees
Launched an Energy 101 series to define key
terms in the energy and climate change debate
 osted a successful quarterly briefing series
H
on Capitol Hill on pressing energy issues,
including energy efficiency, carbon capture and
sequestration, and nuclear waste strategy

ELEVATING A COMMON SENSE ENERGY PLATFORM

Energy Institute
Policy Platform
1. Aggressively Promote
Energy Efficiency
2. 	Reduce the Environmental
Impact of Energy Consumption
and Production
3. 	Invest in Climate Science to
Guide Energy, Economic, and
Environmental Policy
4. 	Significantly Increase Research,
Development, Demonstration,
and Deployment of Advanced
Clean Energy Technologies
5.	Immediately Expand Domestic
Oil and Gas Exploration and
Production

In 2008, the Energy Institute unveiled a policy platform of nearly 90
measurable energy and environmental recommendations for the new
Administration and Congress.

6.	 Commit to and Expand
Nuclear Energy Use

Throughout the past year, dozens of these recommendations have been
introduced in bills pending before the U.S. Congress or acted upon by the
Administration.

7.	Commit to the Use of Clean
Coal
8.	Increase Renewable Sources
of Electricity
9.		Transform ourTransportation
Sector
10.	Modernize and Protect U.S.
Energy Infrastructure
11.	Address Critical Shortages of
Qualified Energy Professionals
12.	Reduce Overly Burdensome
Regulations and Opportunities
for Frivolous Litigation
13.	Demonstrate Global
Leadership on Energy Security
and Climate Change

4

Congress should create a Clean Energy Bank of the
United States (CEBUS), a quasi-governmental entity,
with sufficient initial capitalization to invest in and
accelerate the market penetration of advanced clean
energy technologies.

To further the energy policy debate with fresh facts, the Energy Institute issued new
analyses throughout the year on America’s pressing energy challenges.

Revisiting America’s
Nuclear Waste Policy
Institute for 21st Century Energy | U.S. Chamber of Commerce

May 2009

Revisiting America’s Nuclear Waste Policy
In a report highlighting the lack of a coherent U.S.
nuclear waste strategy, the Energy Institute called on
the Obama Administration to commit to a permanent
solution for the nation’s used nuclear fuel and nuclear
waste. The report examines the history of America’s
nuclear waste policies, which have failed to remove
used fuel stored in 39 states to date.

www.energyxxi.org

Taxing Our Way to Energy Insecurity Again
According to the Energy Institute’s June 2009
report, imposing $80 billion in new taxes and fees
on America’s oil and gas industry would increase
America’s dependence on foreign oil, raise costs
to consumers, jeopardize U.S. jobs, and erode our
economic competitiveness. The analysis reviews
the impact of a similar tax increase in the form of a
windfall profits tax that was implemented in the 1980s.

Taxing Our Way to
Energy Insecurity Again

Institute for 21st Century Energy | U.S. Chamber of Commerce

June 2009

www.energyxxi.org

The Prospect for Copenhagen: More Realism Can
Smooth the Way
The Energy Institute issued a report on the prospects
for an agreement in Copenhagen shedding light on
the unprecedented technology challenge that faces
the global community in reducing greenhouse gas
emissions from energy use. The report also explores
the areas of agreement and contention among
developed and developing nations.

Climate Change 101
InstItute for 21st Century energy | u.s. Chamber of CommerCe
Climate change has been receiving a lot of attention in Washington lately. Policymakers have proposed various approaches
to address this issue, but since it is so complicated, it can be difficult to understand what is really being considered. To help
make it a little easier, the U.S. Chamber’s Institute for 21st Century Energy has prepared this “cheat sheet” that defines the
terms you will hear as the debate unfolds and answers some basic questions.

FREQUENTLY USED TERMS:

Climate Change 101
Climate change received a lot of attention in
Washington this year. Policymakers proposed various
approaches to address the issue, but many found
it difficult to understand what was really being
considered. To help make it a little easier, the Energy
Institute prepared a “cheat sheet” that defines the
terms and answers basic questions.

Greenhouse Gas Emissions: Greenhouse gases trap heat in the atmosphere. Some greenhouse gases, like water vapor, are
emitted naturally, while others are emitted through human activities. The greenhouse gas that is the primary focus of debate is
carbon dioxide (CO2), which is emitted both by humans—primarily by the burning of fossil fuels-- and by natural occurrences.
Other greenhouse gases include methane, nitrous oxide, hydrofluorocarbons, perfluorocarbons and sulfur hexafluoride.
Clean Energy: Clean energy is generally defined as a source of energy that emits smaller amounts of greenhouse gas
emissions than traditional sources of energy. The federal government provides incentives for technologies that avoid, reduce,
or sequester air pollutants or greenhouse gases. Among the eligible technologies are: renewable energy systems (such as wind
and solar energy, biomass, geothermal and hydropower), biofuels, waste-to-energy, hydrogen fuel cell technology, nuclear
energy, and carbon capture and sequestration technologies.
Cap and Trade: Cap and trade refers to a regulatory system that limits emissions of a pollutant (the “cap” part) and creates

a market-based swapping system (the “trade” part). While a cap and trade system could be used to regulate any pollutant, the
current focus is on CO2 and other greenhouse gases.

Allocations: Under a cap and trade program, the government would issue a fixed number of allowances equal to the amount
of CO2 emissions allowed by the government for a particular year. These emission allowances, known also as carbon credits,
are then distributed, or “allocated,” to regulated facilities, whose emissions are restricted to the number of carbon credits it
receives and/or purchases.
Massachusetts vs. EPA: Supreme Court decision that held that the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has the
authority to regulate CO2 under the Clean Air Act from new automobile tailpipes if the agency finds that CO2 emissions
endangers public health or welfare. However, the Court did not require EPA to regulate.
Endangerment Finding: A formal finding issued by the EPA that states that CO2 poses a threat to public health and welfare.
Issuing an endangerment finding would allow the government to regulate CO2, which could impact virtually every segment of the
American economy and could be used to block construction of all types of projects, including those that were funded in the stimulus.
Endangered Species Act: The Endangered Species Act was designed to protect critically important species from

extinction. It became a factor in the climate change debate when the polar bear was listed as threatened. The declaration was
made because polar bears use sea ice to hunt seals, and climate models predict that summer sea ice is disappearing. Earlier this
year, the Obama Administration reinstated a rule directing U.S. agencies to consult relevant offices on whether certain projects
might harm endangered species, providing a layer of review that could slow down their progress.

Waxman-Markey Bill: Draft cap and trade legislation authored by Representatives Henry Waxman (D-Calif.) and
Ed Markey (D-Mass.) that would mandate a reduction in greenhouse gas emissions of 20 percent below 2005 levels by 2020
and 83 percent below 2005 levels by 2050. The draft bill does not have language detailing how the carbon credits would be
allocated, which is among the thorniest of the issues. The legislation also would mandate renewable electricity production,
emissions standards for vehicles, and new lighting and appliance standards. Among the other features of the bill are a rebate
system to manufacturers impacted by higher energy costs and a citizen suit provision that would allow citizens to sue the
government if they reasonably expect to suffer harm from climate change.
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ELEVATING A COMMON SENSE ENERGY PLATFORM
The Energy Institute regularly convened national leaders to discuss solutions and
garner consensus on needed energy action.

Gov. Joe Manchin (D-WV) highlighted the energy
challenges facing West Virginia and the importance of
realism in Washington.

House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer (D-MD) addressed more than 300
business leaders at the Energy Institute’s Discussion with America’s
Business Leaders on energy.

Interior Secretary Salazar took questions on the Administration’s plans to develop onshore and offshore oil and natural gas resources at an
Energy Institute Event.
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Energy Institute events attracted top policymakers as well as leaders from
the business, academic, and think tank communities to generate a robust and
constructive dialogue.

Sen. Lamar Alexander (R-TN) discussed the role of emissionsfree nuclear power in America’s energy mix at the Energy
Institute Forum.

Featuring contributors to Foreign Policy Magazine’s September
issue on energy, the Energy Institute hosted an expert panel
moderated by FP’s executive editor Susan Glasser.

Delivering remarks on international climate change at the U.S.
Chamber, Rep. F. James Sensenbrenner (R-WI) highlighted a
realistic and achievable path forward grounded in technology
development.

7

ELEVATING A COMMON SENSE ENERGY PLATFORM
Energy Institute officials regularly testified before Congress and held well-attended
Capitol Hill luncheon briefings on top-of-mind energy and climate change issues.

Energy Institute President and CEO Karen Harbert testified on energy
security before the House Natural Resources Committee.

Christopher Guith delivered testimony on the Energy
Institute’s recommendations for expanding nuclear power.

The Energy Institute cohosted a Capitol Hill briefing series with
expert panelists from academia, business, and government on
carbon capture and sequestration technology.

Karen Harbert participated in a Congressional Quarterly forum on
energy policy, moderated by PBS’s Judy Woodruff.
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In a marque nationally televised event, Karen Harbert joined former EPA administrator
Christie Todd Whitman to debate former CIA director Jim Woolsey and Obama
transition team chief John Podesta on transitioning to a lower carbon future.

“By tapping all of America’s

“…To solve our nation’s serious

resources and harnessing our

energy challenges requires a

deep well of innovation, we can

thoughtful and realistic transition

ensure America’s long-term

to a low carbon future…but we

security and show the world

need to do it in a way that doesn’t

that there is an achievable and

place unmanageable costs on

affordable path to a more secure

American citizens and on American

and clean energy future.”

businesses, large and small.”
Karen Harbert
May 14, 2009
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Extended
the Energy Institute’s reach by
addressing forums in 28 states and recruiting
thousands of energy advocates

Brought
regional business views to
policymakers in Washington through local
chamber participation in marquee events,
meetings, letters, and digital outreach
 nlisted state chambers across the country to
E
contribute a “View from the States” column in
our monthly newsletters

Capitalized
on local and regional media to reach
new audiences

PARTNERING REGIONALLY TO
INCREASE ENERGY AWARENESS
Through regional chambers of commerce and other organizations, Energy Institute
officials fanned out across the country to 28 states to reach key constituencies with
an energy call to action.
Manchester, New Hampshire

Highlighted the importance of addressing global change
in a way that ensures affordable and reliable energy
and economic growth at the Manchester Business and
Industry Association.

Columbus, Ohio

Highlighted the importance of coal and nuclear power
in America’s energy mix with the Ohio Chamber of
Commerce at the Columbus Metropolitan Club.

Charlottesville, Virginia

Advanced the debate on energy and climate change
solutions at the University of Virginia’s Discussion and
Debate Series that also featured Christie Todd Whitman,
Jim Woolsey, and John Podesta.

Seattle, WA

Salt Lake City, Utah

Delivered keynote remarks at the Salt Lake City
Chamber of Commerce and captured the attention of
media and editorial boards on the outlook for energy
legislation in Washington.

Manchester, NH
Madison, WI
New York, NY

St. Louis, Missouri
Sonoma, CA

Salt Lake City, UT

San Francisco, CA

Addressed the Missouri Energy Summit attended by
local chambers of commerce and nearly 1000 advocates,
including T. Boone Pickens, at the University of Missouri.

Pittsburgh, PA

Chicago, IL
Rosemont, IL Columbus, OH
Charleston, WV

Denver, CO
Aspen, CO

Columbia MO
Charlottesville, VA

St. Louis, MO
Bakersfield, CA

Greensboro, NC
Cary, NC Raleigh, NC

Houston, Texas

Carlsbad, CA

Addressed more than 500 female energy professionals
on their role in advocating smart energy action at the
Women’s Global Leadership Conference on Energy.

Bakersfield, California

Discussed the importance of traditional and renewable
energy sources in meeting America’s energy demands
at the Bakersfield Chamber of Commerce Energy and
Clear Air Expo.

Dallas, TX

Atlanta, GA

Biloxi, Mississippi

Austin, TX
Houston, TX

Amelia Island, FL

San Antonio, TX

Cary, North Carolina

Delivered remarks before the Business Council of CEOs
on the importance of partnerships between the business
community; state, local and federal government; and
academic institutions in innovating and forging longterm energy solutions.

San Antonio, Texas

Participated in a panel discussion on the benefits of
reliable, emissions-free nuclear power at a San Antonio
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce symposium on
pending legislation in congress.
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Biloxi, Mississippi

Presented to governors assembled for the NGA Annual
Meeting on energy realities and opportunities and
breaking the logjam in Washington.

The Energy Institute’s Karen Harbert addressed the National Governors Association
in July and met with other state leaders this fall to discuss their important role in
ensuring America’s energy security.

Harbert delivered remarks at the NGA Annual meeting in Mississippi on federal energy legislation and how it could impact various states.

At the Georgia Energy Summit hosted by Gov. Sonny Perdue,
Harbert discussed projected global energy growth through 2030.

Georgia Gov. Sonny Perdue listened as Energy Institute
president and CEO Karen Harbert discussed the role of business
in the energy and climate debate.
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PARTNERING REGIONALLY TO
INCREASE ENERGY AWARENESS
Our monthly newsletter’s “View from the States” column featured state business
leaders’ observations on energy and climate change issues.
www.energyxxi.org
VIEW FROM THE STATES

Illinois Energy to Jobs
By Doug Whitley
President and CEO, Illinois Chamber of Commerce

N

othing is more fundamental
to a healthy economy, both
in Illinois or across America,
than having reliable sources of energy.
It is needed in every business and every
home. Its availability and cost profoundly
affect every aspect of our economy—the
private and public sectors, our families
and our overall quality of life.
Because energy demand is going to
increase dramatically both in Illinois
and across the globe, no one energy
source is going to satisfy that demand.
We believe there are three elements to
our energy solution—efficiency, alternative energies and conventional sources
such as nuclear, natural gas, crude oil
and coal fuels— and there are economic
development opportunities with each.
The Illinois Chamber of Commerce is
an advocate for policies that support
what we refer to as the “and” approach
to energy. The “and” approach to
energy policy states that it’s not about
whether coal or wind or nuclear or
biofuels or natural gas or biomass or
crude oil or solar or battery cells will
fuel our economy, it’s about the reality
that we’re going to need coal and wind
and nuclear and biofuels and natural gas
and biomass and crude oil and solar and
battery cells and other sources to meet
the current and future energy needs that
propel our economy and sustain our
quality of life.
We in Illinois enjoy an energy base that
includes one of the largest coal reserves

in the world, the most nuclear generating plants of any state, a convergence of
natural gas and crude oil pipelines, five
area oil refineries, farmland for biofuels,
ample wind for electrical generation, a
robust electricity transmission system
and much more.
Look, for example, at our use of nuclear power to generate electricity. We
typically produce one-tenth of all the
nuclear power generated in the United
States right here in Illinois. We produce
nearly one-half of the electricity used
within our state with nuclear power, and
we generate enough power to be a leading exporter of electricity to other states.
Nuclear power is emissions free and is
a reliable and affordable energy source.
It’s also a solid economic engine, creating hundreds of high-paying jobs in a
local community. Quite simply, nuclear
power has worked in Illinois.

There are projects underway across
Illinois providing a glimpse of the economic promise energy investment holds.
The Prairie State Energy Campus under
construction in Washington County is
expected to create 450 permanent jobs,
employ up to 2,500 workers during peak
construction and inject more than $2.8
billion into economy over the first three
decades in operation. A solar panel manufacturing plant and solar farm that would
generate enough electricity to power
3,300 homes is planned for Rockford. It
is estimated to generate 200 high-paying
jobs. If you’d had the opportunity to drive
around Illinois lately, it’s hard to miss the
wind farm construction, creating jobs
across the state. Energy projects like these
and the promise of FutureGen in Coles
County help Illinois strengthen its position as an energy leader – a position that
will help our economy today, tomorrow
and for years to come.

But that’s just the beginning. We believe
Illinois has the opportunity to become
one of the nation’s key energy centers.
New wind, clean coal, nuclear, biofuel,
pipeline, smart grid and other energy
projects, such as making homes and
businesses more energy efficient, could
pump hundreds of millions of dollars
into local communities, create thousands of jobs and create a reliable energy
supply for Illinois consumers.

But to realize the full potential of these
kinds of projects, we must create a
business and regulatory environment
that encourages new energy investment.
That’s something we’re advocating for in
Illinois, and it’s something that is needed
all across America. With the help of advocates like the Institute for 21st Century
Energy, we know that can become a reality, transforming Illinois and American
energy into jobs all across the nation.

In short, we’ll need all kinds of energy
solutions and each one has the potential
to create jobs here in Illinois and all
across the country.

Doug Whitley is the President and
CEO of the Illinois Chamber of
Commerce. You can learn more at
http://www.ilchamber.org n

“The Illinois Chamber of Commerce is an advocate for policies that
support what we refer to as the “and” approach to energy. The “and”
approach to energy policy states that it’s not about whether coal or wind
or nuclear or biofuels or natural gas or biomass or crude oil or solar or
battery cells will fuel our economy. It’s about the reality that we’re going
to need coal and wind and nuclear and biofuels and natural gas and
biomass and crude oil and solar and battery cells and other sources to
meet the current and future energy needs that propel our economy and
sustain our quality of life.”
Doug Whitley
President and CEO, Illinois Chamber of Commerce

“…Washington’s business community supports a stronger, cleaner
energy future… Given the gravity of what the president and Congress
are doing, we need to make sure we know precisely what the problems
are, thoroughly address them, and act deliberately. In this case, haste
can result in more than just waste.”
Don Brunell
President, Association of Washington Business

“West Virginia is an energy state, and one that we are proud to be a
part of because now more than ever, this nation needs inexpensive
and dependable sources of domestic energy. The nation’s coal
industry is responding to our changing world and is focused on the
use of clean coal technologies and advances in mining operations and
techniques. We should invest in technology and innovation that will
move these kinds of technologies forward, helping our environment
and protecting our economy at the same time.”
Steve Roberts
President, West Virginia Chamber of Commerce
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At regional energy forums across the country, Energy Institute officials engaged local
business leaders and consumers about how decisions in Washington affect them.

Karen Harbert conducted an online interview with utahpulse.com
on energy using Skype after delivering remarks at the Salt Lake
City Chamber of Commerce.

At a Chamber energy forum, Steve Eule highlights the
important voice that regional chambers have in the national
energy discussion.

Ohio Chamber of Commerce President and CEO
Andrew Doehrel discussed energy challenges and
opportunities for Ohio businesses in a video on the
Energy Institute’s website.

Christopher Guith discussed the projected global
expansion of emissions-free nuclear power at the
Santa Fe Seminar Series.
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Hosted
first-of-its-kind global business meeting
on climate change, which was attended
by executives from business organizations
representing more than 25 million businesses
on six continents
 onvened international government leaders
C
and business executives to discuss investment
opportunities across the world

Served
as founding member of the International
Energy Agency’s Business Council to provide
private sector expertise to the IEA and 27
members countries’ energy ministers

Promoted
growing strategic importance of
Canada to America’s energy security

REACHING INTERNATIONAL AUDIENCES TO
ADVANCE ENERGY SECURITY
Major Economies
Business Forum

on Energy Security and Climate Change

In September 2009, the Energy Institute
hosted a first-of-its-kind meeting of 13
international business organizations from six
continents representing more than 25 million
global businesses.

Thomas J. Donohue, President and CEO of the U.S. Chamber
of Commerce, addressed delegates on the important role that
international businesses play in shaping an achievable international
climate change agreement.

Teruaki Masumoto from Japan’s
Business Federation, Nippon
Keidanren, told delegates
about Japan’s actions to date to
address climate change.

18

Jamshyd Godrej, Past President
of the Confederation of Indian
Industries, discussed Forum’s
joint statement with the
Confederation’s program director
on the sidelines of the Major
Economies Business Forum.

David Chavern, Executive Vice President and Chief
Operating Officer of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce,
delivered welcoming remarks before global business
organization executives at the U.S. Chamber’s Major
Economies Business Forum on Energy Security and
Climate Change.

In a joint declaration, the delegates to the Major Economies Business Forum
covered key topics, including intellectual property, competitiveness, energy security,
finance, and technology transfer.

Executives from Australia’s two leading business groups, Heather
Ridout from the Australia Industry Group and Greg Evans from
the Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry, discussed
Australia’s energy realities at the Major Economies Business Forum.

Delegates to the Major Economies Business Forum on Energy Security and Climate Change at the conclusion of the successful two-day
meeting at the U.S. Chamber of Commerce.

19

REACHING INTERNATIONAL AUDIENCES TO
ADVANCE ENERGY SECURITY
To influence international climate change negotiations and develop sustainable
solutions to the world’s energy challenges, the Energy Institute regularly hosted
international delegations at the U.S. Chamber.

Fred Smith from the U.S. Chamber’s Energy Institute facilitated a roundtable discussion with businesses and Saskatchewan Premier
Brad Wall to discuss energy investments in Canada.

Brazil’s Minister of Mines and Energy Edison Lobao delivered remarks on investment opportunities in Brazil to a crowded room of U.S.
business leaders.

20

The Energy Institute participated in key international meetings, including
forums hosted by the International Chamber of Commerce and the
International Energy Agency.

Harbert participated in the International Energy Agency Business Council and presented business community views to key global
energy ministers.

At the Confederation of Danish Industries leading
up to Copenhagen, Steve Eule met with business
and government leaders on global climate change
negotiations.

The Energy Institute’s Steve Eule discusses transatlantic energy issues at an
Atlantic Council dialogue in Brussels, Belgium.
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Increased
national press coverage significantly,
including segments on numerous television
networks and more than 50 regional and
national newspapers

Drove
nearly 90,000 unique users to our
website that boasts new digital advocacy
features
 ttracted 20,000+ new regional supporters to
A
advocate for smart energy action

Expanded
our digital platform to include all
forms of 21st century outreach, including
blogging, videos, and social media

INFLUENCING MEDIA THOUGHT LEADERS
AND EXPANDING OUR FOLLOWING
Energy Institute officials served as a key resource for high profile news reporting
and were a regular feature on cable television networks, radio, and regional and
national newspapers.

As seen in the hILL on Thursday, July 10, 2008

Karen Harbert was frequently called upon to discuss energy and
climate challenges on national television programs.

24

Energy Institute events are regularly attended by leading
journalists.

The Energy Institute weighed in on the most pressing energy issues through opinion
editorials in major publications and online.
As seen in

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2009

THE POLITICS OF COPENHAGEN 2009 EDITION

CLIMATE: FACTS AND FICTION

Success Will Depend on Business Involvement
By Karen A. Harbert
President and CEO
Institute for 21st Century Energy
U.S. Chamber of Commerce
The road to Copenhagen has been
a long and winding one. As you read
this, representatives from more than
190 nations are gathering to work on
a new framework to reduce global
greenhouse gas emissions. But the
group that will have the most impact
on achieving that goal isn’t sitting
behind a dais at Copenhagen’s Bella
Center. Instead, its members are on
Main Street and Wall Street, from
Boston to Beijing. The success or failure of any agreement will rely most
heavily on whether businesses, small and large, are able to implement it.
The private sector has the capital, expertise and practical solutions
necessary to address climate change. Business has been steadily
working at expanding those solutions for many years, by investing
in cutting-edge research to develop and use cleaner and moreefficient energy technologies.

Even if developed countries deliver steep cuts in emissions, absent
meaningful commitments by developing countries, it will be nearly
impossible to achieve significant reductions in global emissions.
Around 80 percent to 90 percent of the expected growth in global
carbon dioxide emissions is expected to occur in developing
countries — especially China, India and parts of Southeast Asia —
so they have to be an integral part of any agreement.
Fact: Free trade of energy goods and services will accelerate
the transition to a lower-carbon future.
Some in the United States and elsewhere have been pushing for
border tariffs that would increase the cost of goods from countries
that have not adopted aggressive restrictions on emissions. The
international climate negotiations should not be used as a vehicle
to erect counterproductive barriers to free trade. Instead of flirting
with a green trade war, we should be eliminating tariff and nontariff
barriers for clean energy goods and services to accelerate use of
the latest technology worldwide.
Fact: Without protection of intellectual property rights,
companies won’t invest in clean energy.

As domestic and international negotiations continue, the
U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s Institute for 21st Century Energy
intends to be a constructive voice in support of a common-sense
and achievable international climate agreement. In doing so, we
will seek to put all the facts — and the fiction — on the table so that
policymakers and the American people can make informed decisions.

Weakening intellectual property rights would have a devastating
effect on the long-term development of clean energy technology.
Without intellectual property rights, there is little incentive for
companies to invest in advanced technologies. No company would
commit to investing tens of millions of dollars to develop the next
great clean energy technology if it feared that this technology
would be copied and manufactured at a reduced cost in the
developing world.

Among the most important facts:

Fact: Addressing climate change will take time and be costly.

Fact: The U.S. Chamber of Commerce wants an international
agreement.

Too often, interested parties choose to manipulate numbers and
ignore the economic realities of addressing climate change. For
instance, during the debate over the Waxman-Markey cap-and-trade
bill in the United States, proponents insisted that the bill would
cost only “a postage stamp a day.” What they failed to mention
is that their calculation covered only the initial years, when the
government would make free allocations available, not the years after
2025, when costs are estimated to balloon. It is that kind of political
gamesmanship that is counterproductive to a real climate solution.

As the largest representative of the U.S. business community in
Copenhagen, the Chamber is an advocate for an international
agreement and domestic legislation to reduce global emissions.
In September, the Chamber’s energy institute hosted a summit of
global business leaders and joined the group in declaring that “the
business community stands ready to continue engagement with
policymakers and continue investments that contribute to lowcarbon and energy-efficient economies.” The involvement of the
business community in United Nations climate negotiations can
only lead to a more successful and realistic agreement.
Fact: The developing world will produce the vast majority of
emissions in the next century.

Addressing climate change, both at home and abroad, is going
to be expensive. That’s particularly true when one considers that
the developing countries are counting on massive wealth transfers
to support their efforts to lower emissions. They’ve demanded
0.5 percent to 2 percent of the developed-country gross domestic
product to support climate change programs. In the United States

“Our nation’s leaders must encourage
renewable energy technologies, the expansion
of nuclear power and more traditional sources
of energy with equal urgency.”
Karen Harbert in Roll Call, March 2009
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INFLUENCING MEDIA THOUGHT LEADERS
AND EXPANDING OUR FOLLOWING
The Energy Institute transformed its website—www.energyxxi.org—to a dynamic,
interactive portal that engaged and informed through multimedia, including live
feeds from Energy Institute events.

Energy Institute officials provided video
introductions to new reports and analysis
on our website—www.energyxxi.org.
The Energy Institute engaged more than 20,000 energy
advocates through an aggressive email outreach campaign.
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The Energy Institute utilized new media and online tools to better inform advocates
about 21st century energy options.

According to the National Journal, 90 percent of
Congressional offices use blogs to determine constituent
opinion. The Energy Institute contributed to the U.S.
Chamber’s blog as well as blogs on Reuters, Politico, and
National Journal websites on key energy issues.

The Energy Institute’s Facebook page provides updates
to members on new activities. The Energy Institute uses
YouTube to deliver its message.

27

LEADERSHIP AND STAFF

Karen Alderman Harbert

Frederick C. Smith

President and CEO

Vice President

Stephen Eule

Christopher Guith
Vice President and
Managing Director, Policy

Vice President and Managing
Director, Climate and
Technology

28

Megan Bloomgren

Charli Coon

Executive Director, Strategy

Executive Director, Policy

Matt Letourneau

Nate Bailey

Director, Communications
and Media

Director, Grassroots and
Political Affairs

Leila Getto

Amy Beightol

Director, Programs

Administrative Assistant

About the Energy Institute
The mission of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s Institute for
21st Century Energy is to unify policymakers, regulators, business
leaders, and the American public behind a common sense energy
strategy to help keep America secure, prosperous, and clean.
Through policy development, education, and advocacy, the Institute
is building support for meaningful action at the local, state, national,
and international levels.
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