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“The U.S. Chamber’s Institute for 21st Century Energy continues to provide excellent leadership and 
analysis in an area that is transforming America’s economy.  The Institute’s Energy Works for US platform 
will create millions of jobs, billions of dollars of revenue, and trillions of dollars of private investment 
and help make America an energy superpower.   There is no question that the work of the Institute to 
build support for a pro-growth energy policy is making a big impact across the nation.”

A MESSAGE FROM THOMAS J. DONOHUE

Thomas J. Donohue
President and CEO
U.S. Chamber of Commerce

The mission of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s Institute for 21st Century Energy is to unify policy makers, regulators, 
business leaders, and the American public behind a common sense energy strategy to help keep America secure, 
prosperous, and clean. Through policy development, education, and advocacy, the Institute is building support for 
meaningful energy action at the local, state, national, and international levels.
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3 million businesses of all sizes, sectors, and regions, as well as state and local chambers and industry associations.
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America is in the midst of an energy revolution. Our nation  
has all the natural resources, technology, workforce, capital  
and entrepreneurial spirit needed to usher in a new era of  
energy abundance.

Energy has been by far the most successful sector of American 
industry over the past several years.  In fact, the energy industry 
has been one of the largest contributors to bringing down 
America’s unemployment rate with well-paying jobs.  Thanks to 
our vast conventional and unconventional oil and gas resources, 
several hundred year’s supply of coal, reliable nuclear energy, and 
increasing renewable sources, we can truly become an energy 
superpower and add jobs and generate investment and tax revenue 
for decades to come.

But the American energy revolution is not a foregone conclusion.  We face continued threats from 
onerous regulations, policy inertia, and misinformation campaigns that could impact progress at 
every level.

Here at the Institute for 21st Century Energy, we’ve made it our mission to make sure that revolution 
becomes a reality.  Over the past year, we’ve crisscrossed the nation and the world to educate and 
advocate on behalf of our great energy opportunity.

The centerpiece of our efforts is our new Energy Works for US platform, which provides 64 specific 
recommendations in 9 key policy areas that will ensure that America achieves its full energy 
potential.  You’ll read about this platform in this book, and also see how we’re marshalling our 
resources to promote our agenda.

The Energy Institute continues to convene leading policy and thought leaders for rational, forward 
thinking discussions about our energy future.  Our groundbreaking Energy Security Index series has 
gained traction in academia and amongst policy experts as a reliable way to track progress both at 
home and abroad.

On the advocacy front, we’re experiencing record numbers of visitors to our website and social 
media channels, and are rapidly gaining advocates across the country who are introducing us to new 
audiences.  We continue to be a go-to voice for media both in Washington and in the states on the 
leading energy issues of the day.  When called upon, we’re not afraid to fight for our principles in 
court, on the web and in print, or to mobilize our grassroots network to help influence change.

We’re excited about the opportunities that lie ahead, and we appreciate the support we received in 
2013.  With your continued help, America’s energy revolution won’t be denied.
 
Sincerely,

 
Karen Alderman Harbert

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT AND CEO
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The Institute for 21st Century Energy at the U.S. Chamber of Commerce was founded on the principle 
that energy is vital to our national and economic security.  In 2008, we presented our Blueprint to 
Secure America’s Energy Future to the Administration and Congress.  Much has changed for our 
nation’s energy future over the past five years.  Now, to reflect America’s energy revolution and our 
changing policy and fiscal environment, the Energy Institute has released a new platform: Energy 

Works for US.  We’ll continue to advance our principles in Washington, across the nation, and around 
the world.
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While the American energy picture has changed, our policy framework 
has not. Recognizing the need for a sound strategy to unleash the 
energy revolution, we spent much of 2013 developing a new platform: 
Energy Works for US. Our 64 policy recommendations collectively 
will create millions of jobs, billions in revenue, and trillions in investment.  

U.S. Chamber President and CEO Thomas Donohue unveils the Energy Institute’s new Energy Works for US platform. 

Karen Harbert introduces the U.S. Chamber’s new 
energy policy platform, Energy Works for US, a 
plan to unleash America’s energy revolution.

General James Jones, former president and CEO 
of the Institute for 21st Century Energy, discusses 

the national security implications of energy. 
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The Energy Works for US platform drew widespread 
attention when it was launched. The Energy Institute 
developed a new website to feature the 9 key policy 
planks, and included videos, key facts, and a toolkit 
for state and local chambers of commerce. Our website 
saw all-time highs in web traffic, and copies have been 
provided to policy makers and energy advocates around 
the country.  
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The Energy Institute continued its tradition of hosting key 
policy makers for thoughtful discussions on energy issues.  

House Majority Whip Kevin McCarthy shares his thoughts and goals and the 
agenda of the House Energy Action Team (HEAT) during an off-the-record 
discussion with the Energy Institute’s Leadership Council. 

Karen Harbert greets Representative Tom Reed before 
an Energy Institute hosted roundtable discussion on the 
“Impact of Increased Natural Gas Resources: Economies, 
Diversity,  and Reliability.”

House Majority Leader Eric Cantor addresses the 
Energy Institute’s Leadership Council.

The Chamber regularly weighed in on key energy legislation.
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“It is difficult to overstate the economic threat 

presented by these regulations, which together 

with other EPA rules could wipe out an entire 

industry—something Congress surely never 

contemplated.” 

– Karen Harbert, November 7, 2013

Karen Harbert testifies at an EPA listening session in Washington, 
D.C., on proposed carbon pollution standard for new power plants.

Energy Institute leaders are sought after experts on hot policy 
topics. In 2013, we testified in front of the House of Representatives 
and at hearings on EPA regulations.

“Onshore production is quickly moving the country 

towards greater energy security, but we still have 

a long way to go. Responsibly increasing offshore 

production is the next important step towards less 

imported oil and less energy security risk.” 

– Christopher Guith, June 6, 2013

Christopher Guith before the House Committee on Natural Resources.

“The failure of the federal government after five years 

to grant a construction permit for the Keystone XL 

pipeline exemplifies perhaps better than anything 

the challenges of building energy infrastructure in 

the United States. This failure has not only denied 

Americans the benefits of the economic shot in the 

arm this project would provide, it also has tarnished 

America’s image as a “can do” country open to 

investment, a failure that can be difficult to shake 

from investors’ minds.”

– Karen Harbert, September 19, 2013

Karen Harbert testifies before the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee’s Subcommittee on Commerce, Manufacturing, and 
Trade about “Keystone’s Red Tape Anniversary: Five Years of Bureaucratic 
Delay and Economic Benefits Denied.”
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Industry leaders and policy makers alike can count 
on the Energy Institute to provide a forum to make 
news and deliver messages to a wide audience.  

Thomas F. Farrell II, Chairman, President, and CEO of Dominion Resources, addresses the 
audience at the CEO Leadership Series luncheon.

Alaska Governor Sean Parnell makes a major announcement regarding the State’s pursuit of 
offshore resources at a press conference hosted by the Energy Institute. Governor Parnell was 
joined by Dan Sullivan, former Commissioner of the Alaska Department of Natural Resources, 
and other Alaska leaders.

Representative Tim Murphy (PA) 
addresses the audience at a meeting 
hosted by the Energy Institute.

Representative James Lankford (OK) 
addresses the Energy Institute’s 
Leadership Council. 
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The Energy Institute actively 
supports businesses and 
consumers through the Chamber’s 
in-house law firm, the National 
Chamber Litigation Center (NCLC). 
In 2013, the Institute was involved 
in 24 cases, and has a total of 15 
pending. Among the 11 cases 
decided in 2013, our position 
prevailed in 7 of them.
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Over the course of 2013, Energy Institute leaders headlined over 
109 events in 20 states and 7 countries that reached an estimated 
audience of over 24,000.

Matthew Koch addresses the crowd at the Lincoln, NE Chamber of 
Commerce in June.

BILOXI, MS — Karen Harbert sits on a panel to discuss “America’s Energy Perspective” with Harry Alford (National Black Chamber of 
Commerce), David Holt (Consumer Energy Alliance), Roger Bernstein (American Chemistry Council), moderated by Barry Cannada 
(Mississippi Energy Institute).

2013 ENERGY INSTITUTE EVENTS
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CANONSBURG, PA — Karen Harbert makes remarks at the Mylan 
Classic Energy Symposium hosted by the Washington County 
Chamber of Commerce.

KENNEWICK, WA — Christopher Guith and Mike McWhorter, 
Chairman of the Tri-City Regional Chamber of Commerce Board, 
present Representative Doc Hastings with the U.S. Chamber’s Spirit 
of Enterprise award.

CHARLESTON, WV — Karen Harbert and West Virginia Chamber 
President Steve Roberts present Congresswoman Shelley Moore 
Capito with the Spirit of Enterprise award at the West Virginia 
Chamber of Commerce. 

LOUISVILLE, KY — Karen Harbert participates on a panel, “Energy Policies Impacting Manufacturing,” at the Southern Governors’ 
Association’s Annual Meeting.

PITTSBURGH, PA — Dan Byers meets with Dewitt Peart, President of 
the Greater Pittsburgh Chamber of Commerce, and his members  to 
discuss EPA’s proposed carbon pollution standards for power plants.
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When called upon, the Energy Institute does not hesitate to  
engage our grassroots activists across the nation on behalf of sound 
energy policy.

TACOMA, WA — Karen Harbert leads a rally in support of a new export terminal.

The Energy Institute is part of the Alliance for Northwest Jobs and Exports, an alliance formed in 
Washington state in support of building a coal export terminal there that would create jobs and 
generate much-needed local revenue.  Activists—many of whom are oppose the use of coal itself—are 
seeking to block construction of the terminal.

The Institute remained a national leader in the effort to build the Keystone XL pipeline.  The Institute 
generated thousands of signatures on a petition in support of Keystone and kept the pressure on the 
Obama Administration to support the pipeline.

LINCOLN, NE — Karen Harbert strategizes on a conference call with Keystone XL 
pipeline supporters in Nebraska.
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The Energy Institute has continued to promote its platform through 

DIGITAL AND SOCIAL MEDIA. The website welcomed more 

than 65,000 VISITORS from 50 STATES and 149 NATIONS.  

Our digital petition in support of the 
Keystone XL Pipeline generated over 
17,000 SIGNATURES. 

The Energy Institute also pressured EPA  
to add listening sessions in communities  
that will be negatively impacted by 
proposed regulations.  Most of EPA’s 
outreach took place in states without a 
great deal of coal production.
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The Energy Institute’s FACEBOOK and TWITTER following 

continues to grow and build relationships with advocates nationwide.

@Energy21
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The Energy Institute is committed 
to a robust dialogue and scholarship 
in support of our ideas. Our experts 
travel around the country and 
across the globe to share their 
analysis and help build the case for 
investment in American energy.

DALLAS, TX — Karen Harbert hosts a panel discussion on energy 
growth and regulation in the United States at the Bush Institute’s 
Conference on Energy Regulation.

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Karen Harbert participated in the launch of the American Shale and Manufacturing Partnership, a diverse group of 
organizations and industries united in a singular goal of fostering an American manufacturing renaissance through sound analysis.

HOUSTON, TX — Karen Harbert discusses the impact of shale oil and 
gas development on energy infrastructure investments at the Women’s 
Global Leadership Conference in Energy and Technology.
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Taking the Energy Institute 
message around the world.

BERLIN, GERMANY — Steve Eule participates on a panel to discuss the Transatlantic Trade  
and Investment Partnership at the American Institute for Contemporary German Studies  
(AICGS) conference.   

TOKYO, JAPAN — Christopher Guith addresses the crowd at the Japan Atomic 
Industrial Forum (JAIF) Annual Conference. 

MADRID, SPAIN — Steve Eule  speaks about the U.S. 
energy boom and its impacts on cross-Atlantic trade 
and competitiveness at the Spanish Chemical Industry 
Business Federation (FIEQUE) Conference on the 
United States and Mexico. 



20 // INSTITUTE FOR 21ST CENTURY ENERGY

3

The Energy Institute was at the forefront of the national discussion 
on energy exports in 2013. Now that it is clear that the U.S. has 
abundant energy supplies, we’re challenging outdated assumptions 
from years ago on export and trade policy.

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Karen Harbert discusses the America’s energy 
exports and global energy trade at the Association of Women in Inter-
national Trade (WIIT) conference.

Our Steve Eule once again participated in the United Nations Climate Change Conference, which was in 
Warsaw in 2013.  The Energy Institute is a founding member of the Major Economies Business Forum on En-
ergy Security and Climate Change, which plays an active role in generating discussion at UN conferences by 
providing a way for the business community to be heard.

CALGARY, CANADA — Matt Koch discusses oil sands exports and trade 
relationships at the 12th Annual Oil Sands Symposium hosted by the 
Canadian Institute.

WARSAW, POLAND — Steve Eule represents the U.S. Chamber of Commerce at the United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP19/CMP9).
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The Energy Institute worked with IHS to produce a 
comprehensive three-part study detailing the economic 
opportunities associated with shale energy production.  The 
final phase of this analysis was released in 2013, and it 
revealed the benefits of shale on American manufacturing 
and other sectors of our economy.

The Energy Institute promoted the findings 
of the report through infographics shared 
on the website and social media channels. 



The landmark Index of U.S. Energy Security 
Risk continues to drive discussion on 
energy security in America. For 2013, 
our analysis found that American energy 
security improved—driven largely by our 
abundance of unconventional oil and gas.
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Overall, U.S. risk dropped from 

a high of 101.3 last year to 

95.3 in our latest edition.
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Delivering our message to a broad 
audience is a key part of the Energy 
Institute’s mission. Our aggressive 
outreach included print, television 
and radio opportunities. In addition, 
we’ve continued to grow our digital 
audience and network of supporters.

Christopher Guith promotes the Energy Institute’s platform 
during an interview in Colorado.

Karen Harbert talks energy security with Neil Cavuto on 
FOX Business.

Karen Harbert discusses the latest Keystone XL 
pipeline developments on KLIN’s morning show in 
Lincoln, NE. 
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Karen Harbert joins Ross Eisenberg of the National  Association of Manufacturers,  former Michigan Governor John Engler of the Business 
Roundtable, and former Senator Byron Dorgan of the Bipartisan Policy Center at a news conference to kick off the Alliance to Save Energy’s 
EEGlobal  event. 
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In 2013, we increased our investment in DIGITAL ADVERTISING. 
Utilizing the latest technology and marketing tactics, we’re able to focus on 
advertising to key demographics and locations that move the needle the most. 
Our digital advertising campaigns were viewed by over 6.5 MILLION and 
generated thousands of new supporters to help us make an impact.
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Our advertising strategy is multi-faceted. To help augment our digital campaigns,  
the Energy Institute ran PRINT ADVERTISING in outlets across the 
country, including the Wall Street Journal, Politico, Washington Post, and  
regional newspapers.
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