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“The U.S. Chamber’s Institute for 21st Century Energy is a national leader in building widespread
support for common sense policies that will unleash America’s vast energy resources, create jobs,
generate economic growth, and slash the decit through increased revenue while upholding the
highest environmental standards. Armed with the best arguments and sound policies, the Institute
has carried its message to thousands of lawmakers and millions of Americans in communities across
the country. Its pioneering efforts to ensure America leverages one of its greatest opportunities—
abundant and affordable energy—are making all the difference.”
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OUR MISSION
The mission of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s Institute for 21st Century Energy is to unify policymakers, regulators,
business leaders, and the American public behind a common sense energy strategy to help keep America secure,
prosperous, and clean. Through policy development, education, and advocacy, the Institute is building support for
meaningful energy action at the local, state, national, and international levels.
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3 million businesses of all sizes, sectors, and regions, as well as state and local chambers and industry associations.
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A Message From the president and ceo
For the past several years, the American economy has struggled
to recover from a financial crisis and recession. Times have been
tough on families and businesses of all sizes. Our country has been
down, but not out.
That’s starting to change. America is now on the road to recovery
– led by energy. It wasn’t that long ago that we were importing 60
percent of our oil and seeking to build liquefied natural gas import
terminals to get the energy we needed from overseas. Now, thanks
to a better understanding of our abundant resources and American
ingenuity, we are witnessing dramatic changes in our energy future.
Energy really has become America’s great comeback story.
The Institute for 21st Century Energy has an important role to
play in that comeback. Our job is to bring together the business
community in support of common sense energy policies that will allow us to take full advantage of
our resources. From fighting the Administration’s war on coal to promoting the widespread economic
benefits of shale oil and gas, we have been on the frontlines of our nation’s energy debate—and we’ll
continue to be.
Even though oil and gas production on private lands is up, we still have enormous potential to do
more. Over 80 percent of our offshore and onshore federal lands are locked up for development.
Unleashing this potential would create thousands of jobs and generate millions if not billions more in
revenue for governments at all levels that desperately need it.
In these pages, you’ll read about how we’re making the case for more energy production across the
country. In 2012 alone, we headlined 170 events in 25 different states, reaching an audience of over
30,000 people. We’ve strengthened our ties to state and local Chambers in order to educate and
activate the business community.
You’ll also read about the success of our Shale Works for US campaign and the continued efforts of
our Partnership to Fuel America to take better advantage of North American energy resources, and
our involvement in litigation when necessary to protect the interests of consumers and businesses.
And you’ll see how we’ve continued to grow our digital and online presence to reach new advocates.
Thank you for your support of the Energy Institute in 2012. We’re excited about the opportunities that
lie ahead and will continue to support the comeback of energy in Washington and around the nation.
Sincerely,

Karen Alderman Harbert

the foundation

The Institute for 21st Century Energy was founded on the principle that energy is vital to our national
and economic security. In 2008, the Energy Institute unveiled a policy platform of nearly 90 measurable
energy and environmental recommendations for the new Administration and Congress. Over the past
few years, dozens of these recommendations have been introduced in bills pending before the U.S.
Congress or acted upon by the Administration. These key policy principles continue to inspire new
activities and thought leadership and further validate the Energy Institute’s mandate in Washington
and around the country.
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promoting a pro-growth
energy platform

chapter 1

1
The Energy Institute continues to be a strong voice for
sound, common sense energy policies that will create
jobs and make America more secure.

As the year unfolded, with the backdrop of a presidential campaign and a slow economic recovery, the
Energy Institute worked to elevate energy issues in Washington and across the nation. While Americans
saw little action in Congress on energy issues, the presidential candidates did give them a great deal
of attention.
In a time filled with great uncertainty and risk, we see our nation’s energy potential as some rare good
news. If America takes full advantage of its resources, we could generate billions of dollars in taxes and
revenue for federal, state and local governments. Our goal is to ensure that as policymakers tackle these
tough issues, they never lose sight of the opportunities that energy production could provide.

				
				

Energy Institute Policy Platform
• Increase Opportunities for Domestic Oil and Natural Gas Exploration and Production
• Maintain Coal’s Role as a Vital Part of a Diverse Energy Portfolio
• Expand Nuclear Energy Use and Commit to a Nuclear Waste Solution
• Enhance the Competitiveness of Renewable Sources of Energy
• Promote 21st Century Energy Efficiency and Advanced Technologies
• Modernize the Permitting Process for our Nation’s Energy Infrastructure
• Protect Our Energy Infrastructure from Physical Disruptions & Cyber Attacks
• Reform the Regulatory Process for Balance, Predictability, and Transparency
• Ensure a Competitive Energy Workforce
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Energy Institute officials continue to be called
upon to give expert testimony and work with
members of Congress on energy issues.

“The discussion about the Spruce Mine
case is not about mining, or whether
coal should be part of our energy mix.
Rather, it is about the rule of law, and
whether America is a reliable place for
investors. That’s why this case has such
broad implications.”
– Karen Harbert, 6/1/2012
Karen Harbert before the House Committee on Natural Resources.

U.S. Senator Orrin Hatch addresses the Energy Institute’s
Leadership Council.

In 2012, the U.S. Chamber weighed in on 21 House and Senate
energy votes through our Key Vote Alerts. Our position prevailed in
14 of those votes.

Year in Review 2012 // 5
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Bringing our Case to
the Courts

2012

ENERGY

CASES

26
cases

In the current regulatory climate, many major energy battles are
fought not in the halls of Congress, but in the courts. The Energy
Institute actively supports businesses and consumers through the
Chamber’s in-house law firm, the National Chamber Litigation Center
(NCLC). In 2012, the Institute was involved in 26 cases, and has a total
of 14 pending. Among the 12 cases decided in 2012, our position
prevailed in 8 of them.

12

decisions

8

victories
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As the voice of American business, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce
was an active participant in the discussion about the fiscal cliff and
America’s long term deficit problems.

Following the November elections, Chamber president and CEO Tom Donohue led efforts to
elevate the energy issue as a third component – along with taxes and entitlements – in a potential
Congressional deal.

Karen Harbert, Tom Donohue and Bruce Josten hold a press conference to discuss energy’s role in the solution to America’s deficit problems.
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From the Canadian oil sands to the Marcellus shale formation to the waters of the
Gulf of Mexico, North America has an abundance of energy. What we lack, however,
is a cohesive policy framework to utilize our resources. Throughout 2012, we worked
to educate the business community about the extent of our opportunity and the
ways for us to take advantage of it. Our audiences range from local Chambers in
non-producing areas to those who rely on energy to make a living. Almost all of them
come away with a better understanding of America’s energy opportunity, and are
resolved to join us in helping to make it a reality.
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Day by day, audience by audience, the Energy
Institute has been forcefully making the case
for more North American energy production.
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The Energy Institute regularly hosts industry leaders for keynote
addresses that give insight into the state of the industry.

Nick Akins, president and CEO of American
Electric Power, addresses the audience at
the CEO Leadership Series luncheon.

Karen Harbert and Dr. Daniel Yergin discuss his new book, The Quest, at the U.S. Chamber of Commerce.
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Building a Bridge Between
the States and Washington

chapter 2
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Over the course of 2012, Energy Institute leaders headlined over
170 events in 25 states and four countries that reached an estimated
audience of over 30,000 people.
State and local chambers and many other organizations have come to rely on our expertise to help
educate and activate their members.

HOUSTON, TX – Dr. Mary S. Spangler, Chancellor of Houston Community
College, former Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings, and
Karen Harbert headline a Center for Women in Business event.

LINCOLN, NE – Matthew Koch addresses the crowd at the Lincoln
Chamber of Commerce.

Matthew Koch addresses the crowd at the Lincoln, NE Chamber of
Commerce in June.

LAFAYETTE, LA - Karen Harbert speaks to the Greater Lafayette Chamber’s “Business Over Breakfast” meeting.

12 // Institute for 21st Century Energy

KALAMAZOO, MI - Karen Harbert is joined
by Rich Studley, president of the Michigan
Chamber of Commerce, and Jeff Hawkins,
board chair of the Kalamazoo Chamber of
Commerce, at an official endorsement event
for Rep. Fred Upton.

WASHINGTON, DC - Christopher Guith
participates in the Howard Baker Forum’s
discussion on shale energy.

RICHMOND, VA - Karen Harbert sits on
the panel at The Governor’s Conference on
Energy hosted by the Virginia Chamber of
Commerce.
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The Energy Institute launched the Shale Works for US campaign
to share the economic benefits of shale across the country. The
campaign initially launched in Pennsylvania, Ohio, West Virginia,
and New York. The Energy Institute brings the perspective of the
larger business community to the discussion about shale energy.
Our advertising focuses on the real world economic benefits of
shale, such as more revenue for schools and public safety, and new
jobs for communities that need them the most.
Over the course of 2012, Energy Institute officials appeared in dozens
of newspapers and on radio and television in our campaign states.
The Energy Institute forged close partnerships with state and local
chambers and have recruited hundreds of business advocates on the
ground to help promote shale energy production.

BY 2020, shale energy will create...
Investment

Government Revenue

TRILLION

BILLION ANNUALLY

$5.1 $113
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Jobs

3

MILLION

CHARLESTON, WV - The West Virginia
campaign launch was hosted by Walker
Machinery, a company who has seen
great benefits from shale energy
development.

HARRISBURG, PA - Karen Harbert
launches the Shale Works for US campaign
at the Pennsylvania State Capitol building.

WASHINGTON, DC - Karen Harbert
addresses the audience at the Shale
Works for US national launch.

WASHINGTON, DC - The panel at the
Shale Works for US launch included
representatives from the Ohio Shale
Coalition, the Pennsylvania Chamber of
Business and Industry, Ohio’s Evets Oil
& Gas Construction Services Company,
and West Virginia’s Eagle Manufacturing.
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The Partnership to Fuel America
continued to grow in 2012.

Energy Institute officials held more than 50 meetings in 10 states to

Grant Monahan, president of the Indiana
Retail Council, explains why he belongs
to the Partnership to Fuel America.

educate and mobilize our partners. PFA members played an active
role in Nebraska’s efforts to create a new pipeline and wrote OpEds
and letters to the editor that appeared in dozens of publications in
our target states.

INDIANAPOLIS, IN - Matthew Koch
was interviewed on local TV following a
PFA chapter meeting.

ALBION, NE – Out of over 170 people that testified at the Keystone XL hearing, PFA members
from the Platte Institute for Economic Research and the Nebraska Chamber of Commerce and
Industry were among the first five people to speak.
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This ad, which won the 2012 Platinum
Marcom award, ran in Washington
area newspapers, including The
Washington Post.

Demonstrating National
AND International
Thought Leadership

chapter 3
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Outreach is important, but it must be supported by sound arguments
and solid facts. The Energy Institute continued its tradition of bringing
important thought leadership to the energy debate in 2012.

To demonstrate the game-changing economic benefits of shale,
the Energy Institute partnered with other organizations to sponsor
a groundbreaking new study that details exactly how many jobs
and how much revenue shale energy generates from production
activities. The study, conducted by IHS, a globally respected research
firm, gives specific data for 48 states as well as national numbers. The
study was widely distributed and received extensive media coverage.

Karen Harbert discusses the America’s New
Energy Future report at an event hosted by IHS.

The first phase of America’s New Energy
Future was released in October.

This map highlights the economic benefits of shale energy development in each of the lower
48 states.
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The Energy Institute continues
to host high-level discussions on
energy issues.

Members of Congress, public utility executives,
Industry CEOs and many others have joined in
thought-provoking panel and roundtable discussions
on the most topical energy issues.

Heath Knakmuhs addresses the skills gap at the Institute for
Competitive Workforce’s 2012 “Help Wanted” conference.

David Wright, president of the National Association of Regulatory
Utility Commissioners, leads the discussion at the Energy Institute’s
Electricity Roundtable event.

Congressman John Shimkus participates in the Energy Institute’s
Electricity Roundtable event.

Stephen Eule moderates a panel on the European Union Emissions Trading System at the U.S. Chamber’s 11th Annual Aviation Summit.
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Following the success of the U.S. Index, in 2012
the Energy Institute launched a new tool to measure
global energy security – the International Index of
Energy Security Risk. The International Index uses
the same in-depth analysis to rank the world’s
top energy users on 28 metrics, including fossil
fuel imports, energy expenditures, power generation,
and carbon dioxide emissions.
Like the U.S. Index, the International Index will be
updated annually, allowing users to spot trends
and measure the impact of major policy decisions.
For instance, Japan’s potential move away from
nuclear energy and the EU’s focus on climate
change will have major impacts on energy security
that will be captured in the Index. The International
Index challenged assumptions and has sparked
interesting dialogue around the world.

The members of the panel at the launch event included Adam Sieminski,
administrator of the Energy Information Agency; Peter Robertson, former
vice chairman of the board for Chevron; and Guy Caruso, senior
adviser at the Center for Strategic & International Studies.
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Karen Harbert unveils the International
Index at the U.S. Chamber of Commerce.

Energy Security Risk Scores and Rankings for
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An interactive map on the Energy Institute’s website allows users to examine the energy security score for each
of the top 75 energy-consuming countries.
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The 2012 edition of the annual Index of
U.S. Energy Security Risk shows that once
again, America is facing energy security
challenges.
Based on the 37 metrics in the Index, our energy security score
increased to 101.3 in 2011—the highest score since 1970. The
increase was due to higher than expected energy prices and volatility.

Karen Harbert filmed a brief video
to explain the U.S. Index of Energy
Security Risk and showcase the 2012
highlights.

One bright spot in the Index was the role shale energy is playing in
improving U.S. energy security—without which, the overall Index
score would have been even higher.
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In 2012, the Energy Institute redesigned
its interactive tool for the U.S. Index.
The updated tool easily navigates
between years and sub-metrics to
show historical and forecasted data.

Expanding Our Reach

chapter 4
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In 2012, the Energy Institute utilized
traditional and new forms of media
to share our message.

Karen Harbert discusses President Obama’s rejection of the Keystone
XL pipeline on Fox Business.

Fox News profiles the International Index release.

Matthew Koch contributes to the Keystone XL conversation on Fox Business.
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Energy Institute leaders appeared in the media more than 250
times, including outlets such as Fox News, The Wall Street Journal,
Bloomberg and numerous others.
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The Energy Institute continues to
maintain a strong media presence,
with officials regularly quoted in
national, regional and local media.

TAMPA, FL – Karen Harbert discusses energy policy at The Washington Post’s “Energy & the Elections” event.

WASHINGTON, DC – Karen Harbert participates on a panel at Politico’s “Energy & the Presidency” event.
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The Energy Institute’s digital presence continued its significant
growth in 2012.

From 2011 to 2012, the Energy Institute’s website traffic increased by 127%, with new visitors
making up nearly three-quarters of all traffic. Visitors came from all 50 states and over 130 nations.
In addition to our Facebook and Twitter audiences, which reach
over 20,000 people, the Energy Institute partnered with Real
Clear Politics to share content and advertising.

During the

course of the 2012 election cycle, Real Clear Politics was the
go-to site for the latest polling and election information. The
Energy Institute’s digital ad campaigns were seen by millions of
voters in key states.
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RADIO HITS

News Radio 95

The Energy Institute made a
concerted effort in 2012 to
break through the clutter in
Washington and the national
media by focusing on local
news outlets.

Billings, MT

WJBC Central illinois
Bloomington-Normal, IL

The Energy Institute developed specific, local
messages on topics of interest and made regular
appearances in regional and local newspapers
as well as radio and television stations.

WV MetroNews
Talkline
Charleston, WV

In addition, the Energy Institute devoted a
significant portion of the advertising budget

Ohio public radio

to local newspapers, with the goal of directly

Columbus, OH

reaching those that are most impacted by energy
issues. Together, these earned and paid media
efforts significantly raised the profile of the
Energy Institute and our selected issues in media
markets around the country.

WEPM 1340 AM
Martinsburg, WV

Wmix 94 am/fm
Mount Vernon, IL

30 // Institute for 21st Century Energy

Scott Hennen SHow
Bismarck, ND

WRKO 680 AM
Boston, MA

Northeast ohio
public radio
Cleveland, OH

KWOS 950 AM
Jefferson City, MO

all energy now
radio
Meadville-Titusville, PA

kwlm news talk 1340
Willmar, MN

4
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